Poetic Devices - Graphic Organizer


	
	Definition & Examples



	Alliteration
	repetition of the initial consonant sounds
Example:  terrible truths            
                  lullaby lies


	Allusion 


	A brief reference to some person, historical event, work of art, or Biblical or mythological situation or character.

Example:  “Luck was changing, reflecting that of Job.”



	Apostrophe


	Speaking directly to a real or imagined listener or inanimate object; addressing that person or thing by name.

Example:  “O, Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is done…”



	Assonance
	repetition of vowel sound

Example:  mystery disguised within sin


	Consonance
	repetition of consonant sounds, but not vowel sounds

Example:  gloomy woman in a womb



	Euphemism 


	An understatement, used to lessen the effect of a statement; substituting something innocuous for something that might be offensive or hurtful.

Example:  She is at rest. (meaning, she’s dead)



	Hyperbole
	An outrageous exaggeration used for effect.

Example:  “He weighs a ton.”


	Imagery
	language that evokes sensory images
Example:   drip of ruby teardrops (aural/sound)
                   where the green grass grows (visual/sight)
                   lips like cool sweet tea (oral/taste)


	Metaphor


	comparison of unlike things (made without using like or as)

Example:  I am the Lone Star


	Onomatopoeia
	a word that imitates the sound that it represents

Example:  “Quack!” of the duck

                   The engine’s “whirr”


	Parallelism
	repeating a structure in a sentence, stanza, or paragraph.

Example:  Janet researches cell membranes and walls all fall.



	Personification 


	giving human qualities to non-human things

Example:  tears of amber fall from the fire



	Repetition
	the repeating of word, phrases, lines, or stanzas.

Example:  Always watching, always waiting, always singing



	Simile


	a comparison using “like” or “as”

Example:  notes dance across the page 
                  like stars twinkling in the night sky


	Symbols
	an object or action that means more than its literal meaning

Example:  always open like a rosebud about to bloom 
                                                         (a young girl)



	Synecdoche
	Indicating a person, object, etc. by letting only a certain part represent the whole.

Example:  “All hands on deck.”
                  “Let me have your ears.”




