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Research Question
Brainstorming Chart 
Follow the steps below to help create your research question, thesis statement, 
three supporting points and to identify quotes or facts that will help support these.
Step 1  
Write down which specific topic/subtopic you want to research for your paper.
________________________________________________________________

(Ex. BULLYING  (  the academic effects on victims, the psychological effects on victims, different motivations for bullies, the economic effects later in life.)
Step 2  
Using the topic from #1, write down notes in the boxes below to help focus your research.
	When? (time)
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Are children
who play video
games more
likelytobe
violent?

Do video games
contribute to
bad behavior?
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	Where? (place)

	What? (event)

	Who? (people)


     (View examples:  http://libguides.lmu.edu/content.php?pid=10084&sid=1965230)
Step 3

Using notes from #2, write down a specific research question.  

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Step 4

Using the question from #3, write down the answer to the question that you created.
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Step 5

Using the answers from #3 & #4, rewrite the research question as a thesis statement. 

     (*This will be used in your paper’s introduction.)
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Step 6

Using the statement from #5, write down your supporting points that show your findings.
     (*This will be your paper’s body paragraphs.)
1. ____________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________
Step 7

Write down any quotes/facts/stats that help support your points and thesis statement.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Step 8

Review your writing plan:
( Does my question hit the bulls-eye? 

                 
(focused, detailed, researchable)
( Is my question just off the mark?  

        

(detailed--but not enough)

( Does my question miss the board? 

        

(too vague, not enough focus)

*Now use this outline to write your RESEARCH PAPER ROUGH DRAFT!!!
TOPIC:











