This I Believe Essay - Instructions
This I Believe is based on a popular 1950s radio series of the same name hosted by acclaimed journalist Edward R. Murrow. Each day, Americans gathered by their radios to hear compelling essays from the likes of Eleanor Roosevelt, Jackie Robinson, Helen Keller, and Harry Truman, as well as corporate leaders, cab drivers, scientists, and housewives—anyone willing to distill into a few minutes the guiding principles by which they lived. Since 2005, the revival of This I Believe has featured essays by prominent Americans such as Colin Powell, Gloria Steinem, Bill Gates, Robert Fulghum, and Yo-Yo Ma, as well as those of everyday citizens, including students, artists, scientists, writers, politicians, and even an astronaut. 
In this assignment, you are invited to write your own statement of personal belief.  It is a challenging piece that requires such intimacy that no one else can do it for you.  Here are some steps to follow:
Tell a story:  Think of your own experience, education, work or family, and tell of the things you know that no one else does.  Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching – it can even be funny – but it should be REAL.  Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs.

Be brief:  Your statement should be at least 300 words.  That is about 2-3 minutes when reading at your natural pace.

Name your belief:  If you can’t name it in a sentence or two, your essay might not be about belief.  Consider focusing on one core belief, and do NOT write a list!!!
Be positive:  Tell what you do believe, not what you don’t believe, and make your essay about you; speak in the first person.  Please avoid preaching or editorializing!
Requirements:
· Typed, double-spaced

· Proper heading (name, date, block, title)
· Engaging title
· 300 words minimum
· MLA documentation and works cited page (only if you include any direct quotes)
Getting Started:
We will review sample essays in class, but you may find others at the following website---www.thisibelieve.org.
