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1     Do you like to dance? Do you think you would like to be a professional dancer? If you do, you should have some of these skills and interests: 

· talent and creativity 
· a good sense of rhythm and timing 

· enthusiasm and determination to work very hard 

· ability to focus and concentrate 

· ability to memorize complicated dance routines 

· a high level of fitness and stamina 

· ability to work well with others

2     Do you think you have all these skills and abilities?
 
3     Most dancers have begun their training by age 16. Many start as early as 10 or 11, especially those who want to become ballet dancers. All dancers must continue to train throughout their careers. By 16 or 17, dance students begin to focus on a particular style and decide whether to continue their training with a dance company's school or a college dance program. Most dancers have their first professional auditions by age 17 or 18.
 
4     Dance is very hard work. Many dancers stop performing by their late thirties because of the physical strain on their bodies. Many of them continue to work in dance as teachers and coaches, choreographers, or artistic directors. Some very talented dancers have continued to perform even after age 50.
 
5     Daily rehearsals take many long hours. Dancers usually tour for part of the year. Others work on cruise ships or in nightclubs. Most performances are in the evening and rehearsals and practice take up the days.
 
6     There is a lot of competition for jobs as professional dancers. Only the most talented have regular employment. Earnings from dancing are usually low because employment is irregular. Some dancers have other jobs teaching dance or work at jobs outside the dance field.
 
7     Dancing is a very difficult career. However, professional dancers love the opportunity they have to express ideas, stories, and rhythm with their bodies. They can use many different dance forms that let them explore free movement and self-expression. Being a professional dancer is truly a work of commitment.
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Dancers
	1.  

	By what age do most dancers start their training?
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  16
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  25
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  2
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  50


	
	2.  

Which form of dance usually has the youngest students?
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  Ballet
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  Modern dance
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  Tap
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  Jazz


	3.  

At what age do most professional dancers have their first audition?
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  20 or 21
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  25 or 26
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  17 or 18
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  5 or 6

	4.  

Most dancers stop performing by what age?
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  10
[image: image16.jpg]


  40
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  30
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  20


	5.  

When do most dance performances occur?
[image: image19.jpg]


  In the fall
[image: image20.jpg]


  During the day
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  During the Thanksgiving holidays
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  In the evening

	6.  

Earnings from dancing are usually high.
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  False
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  True


	7.  

Most dancers have other jobs. (True, False)
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  False
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  True

	8.  

What is one of the positive parts of dancing?
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  Opportunity for self-expression
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  High salaries
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  Plentiful jobs
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  Limited training needed
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  16
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  Ballet
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  17 or 18
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  30
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  In the evening
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  False
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  True
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  Opportunity for self-expression



