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1     You have probably heard someone say, "That is a classic!" They might be talking about anything from soft drinks to jokes on T.V. But classical art means something special. It is the art of ancient Greece and Rome.
2     Some people like classical art so much that they compare every other style of art to it. The ancient Greeks excelled in painting, sculpture, and architecture. Their work was elegant. They were a refined people. They believed that man could be perfect. These ideas showed in their culture. Classical art reached a high point during the Golden Age of Greece.
3     Greek artists did lively murals. These usually showed pictures of their heroes and legends. Unfortunately, most Greek paintings have been lost. We know about them partly because the Romans copied them. One famous Roman wall painting was in a villa in Pompeii. It had bright red walls. The people in the pictures were as big as you, or bigger! Even though it looks faded today, it was once stunning.
4     Greek painting did survive on Greek pottery. Many huge bowls, plates, and tall jugs were decorated with people and designs. The Greeks stored wine, oil, grains, and perfume in these containers. Remember, long ago no one had plastic! The Greeks decorated their pottery with pictures of gods, goddesses, and heroes. At first, pots had a red clay background with black figures on it. Then, they switched and put red figures on a black background.
5     The Greeks were also excellent sculptors. Their statues looked alive! One sculptor thought that Athens should be the most beautiful city of all time. His name was Phidias. He lived from about 500 to 432 B.C. Phidias was in charge of the building of a temple in Athens. It was called the Parthenon. This rectangular temple was for Pallas Athena. She was the Greek goddess of wisdom.
6     Phidias supervised this huge project. He sculpted an enormous statue of Pallas Athena out of gold and ivory. She was around 40 feet tall. She wore a helmet, a robe called a peplos, and a breastplate covered with snakes. There was a pool in the temple floor. The statue's reflection was in the pool, making it seem even bigger. Unfortunately, this statue has not survived.
7     The Parthenon has many pillars on all sides. At the top of the temple wall, Phidias carved a series of pictures. This was called a frieze. He also made statues of warriors and horses. He even made statues of creatures from myths! It was a big job. Fortunately, he had many assistants to help him. The Parthenon was classic Greek architecture at its best. It was finished in 432 B.C.
8     When the Romans conquered Greece, they liked what they saw. They copied Greek ideas. We know about many Greek statues because of Roman copies. The Romans did have original ideas about one thing. They made head sculptures called busts. They made busts of emperors, senators, and philosophers. Their faces looked real. They even had wrinkles! They were the first true portraits in the history of art.
9     The Romans also copied Greek ideas about painting and architecture. Even though the Romans were copycats, they also were practical. They especially had good ideas about building. They built a huge structure called the Coliseum. It was a brilliant way to get lots of people to a sports event. We use their basic plan for sports stadiums today.
10     The Greek and Roman ideas and styles affected Western art for centuries. From the mid-18th century until the early-19th century, some artists became very interested in classical art. They decided to imitate it. They were called neo-classical artists. The prefix "neo" means that they tried to go back to a style from before. They painted serious subjects. They tried to show good morals. However, that art movement did not last very long. In less than a century, artists went on to other styles. Maybe they wanted to do art that was not quite so serious.
11     Even though the neo-classical art style did not last long, the classical art of Greece and Rome was important. Its beauty, grace, and elegance affected painting, sculpture, and architecture for centuries. You can probably see things around you that have been influenced by classical art. Now, when someone says something is a "classic," you might have something new to say!
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What Is Classical Art?
	1.  

	Which of the following gives us the best idea about what Greek painting was like?
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  Pyramids
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  Pottery
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  Fossils
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  Murals


	
	2.  

Which two colors were used in Greek pottery?
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  Red
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  Blue
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  Black
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  Purple



	3.  

Who was a famous Greek sculptor?
[image: image10.jpg]


  Michelangelo
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  Julius Caesar
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  Phidias
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  Leonardo da Vinci

	4.  

Which goddess was the Parthenon dedicated to?
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  Athena
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  Minerva
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  Diana
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  Venus



	5.  

Which building are today's sport stadiums modeled after?
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  The leaning tower of Pisa
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  The pyramids
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  The Parthenon
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  The Coliseum

	6.  

Which kind of art shows how specific people looked in ancient Rome?
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  Busts
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  Murals
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  Wall friezes
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  Pillars



	7.  

Which art movement imitated the art of ancient Greece and Rome?
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  Neon
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  Neo-romantic
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  Neo-classical
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  Neo-impressionist

	8.  

Which word best describes the mood of neo-classical art?
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  Silly
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  Funny
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  Serious
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  Annoying
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  Pottery
2  A,C
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  Phidias
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  Athena
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  The Coliseum
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  Busts
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  Neo-classical
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  Serious



