Name ______________________________________________________________      Block _____________

A Raisin in the Sun - Study Packet
By Lorraine Hansberry

(85 points)

Unit Schedule (2 points)
Highlight or circle below the correct days that your class will be studying this play.

	Day
	Dates
	Activities/Homework


	1
	 November 7th (B-day) /8th (A-day)
	  Study Packet - poem analysis
                            - author background

                            - characterization notes 
                            - anticipation guide                            
  Introduction & Act I (pgs. 4-7)

 

	2
	  Nov. 9th (B-day) /12th (A-day)
	  Act I, Scene 1 (pgs. 8-35)

           - MOVIE (31mins) + character notes


	3
	  Nov. 13th (B-day) /14th (A-day)
	  Act I, Scene 2 (pgs. 36-56) 
           - MOVIE (23mins) + study questions


	4
	  Nov. 15th (B-day) /16th (A-day)
	  Act II, Scene 1 & 2  (pgs. 57-82)

            - double-sided journal


	5
	  Nov. 19th (B-day) /20th (A-day)
	  Act II, Scene 3 (pgs. 83-102) 

             - MOVIE (48mins) + study questions
 

	6
	  Nov. 26th (B-day) /27th (A-day)
	  Act III (pgs. 103-124) 

           - MOVIE (25mins)
  *Rockwell Meets Raisin (written reflection)  


	7
	  Nov. 28th (B-day) /29th (A-day)
	  “I Have a Dream” speech (MLK, Jr.)
             - VIDEO (20mins) + study questions
   *Study Packets DUE!


	8
	 Nov. 30th (B-day) /Dec. 3rd (A-day)
	  Argument Essays - *Rough Drafts DUE!


	9
	  Dec. 4th (B-day) /5th (A-day)
	  Argument Essays - editing/typing


	10
	  Dec. 6th (B-day) /7th (A-day)
	  Argument Essays - *Final Drafts DUE!


	11
	  Dec. 10th (B-day) /11th (A-day)
	  Final Exam Review: 
           - Raisin, lit. devices, argument terms



Poem Analysis (8 points)
Read the poem once aloud, then a second time on your own; then do the following:  

( Annotate it with TWO comments, questions or connections of your own

( Annotate TWO literary devices you find in it.
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Dream Deferred  




by Langston Hughes




What happens to a dream deferred? 




Does it dry up 




like a raisin in the sun? 




Or fester like a sore— 




And then run? 




Does it stink like rotten meat? 




Or crust and sugar over— 




like a syrupy sweet? 




Maybe it just sags 




like a heavy load. 




Or does it explode?

( List TWO causes for people “deferring” their dreams -- why would this happen?


1)


2)


( List TWO dreams that you hope to fulfill in your lifetime.


1)



2)
Author Background (6 points)

Read the information below and respond to the questions at the bottom.

Lorraine Hansberry

Family

· Born in _______________________ on May 19, 1930.
· The youngest of _____________ children.
· Her parents were well-educated African-Americans who fought against ______________________.
· Her family became one of the first black families to move into a white neighborhood.
· When treated unfairly, the Hansberry family took steps to defend themselves.
Literary Experiences

· Hansberry felt the inclination to record her own experiences which is                                   why A Raisin in the Sun is considered ______________________________.
· Hansberry was one of the first playwrights to create realistic portraits of                         African-American life.
· In 1959, A Raisin the Sun received the __________________________________________ for Best Play of the Year. 
· Hansberry was the youngest _________________________, the fifth woman,                and the only black writer to win this award.
· Hansberry’s promising career was cut short when she died from cancer in 1965,                   at age 34.
Characterization Notes (9 points)

Take notes as you read about the following criteria for each of the major characters.

We learn about characters through…
1) _________________________
2) _________________________
3) _________________________
· Round –

· Flat –

· Direct –

· Indirect –

· Static –

· Dynamic –

Anticipation Guide (16 points)

Read the statements below, then answer TRUE or FALSE based on your own personal opinion. 
Afterward, justify your responses with an explanation for each!
1. _________ If you’re going to be successful, you have to take big risks.
Give a reason:

2. _________ Once children are grown, their parents are no longer responsible for them.
Give a reason:

3. _________ The United States is a “melting pot” in which people from many cultures leave their differences behind and learn to live beside each other.
Give a reason:

4. _________ Neighbors have the right to make rules about what kind of community they would want to—including deciding on who lives in that neighborhood.

Give a reason:

5. _________ All people are created equal.
Give a reason:

6. _________ When someone insults you, it is best to “turn the other cheek.”

Give a reason:

7. _________  Family comes before wealth.

Give a reason:

Introduction Reading (pgs. 4-5)

   *Which descriptive words, or adjectives, stand out to the reader on these pages?
   *How does the description of the setting help us understand the Younger family already?
Character Notes (18 points)

Take notes as you read about the following criteria for each of the major characters.

	Character
	Age/Physical Traits
	Personality/Problems
	Dreams/Goals


	Lena Younger (Mama)
	
	
	

	Walter Lee Younger
	
	
	

	Beneatha Younger
	
	
	

	Ruth Younger
	
	
	

	Joseph Asagai
	
	
	

	George Murchison
	
	
	


Act I - Questions (10 points)

The following questions cover elements of the play during Act I.
1. What kind of mood is developed through the SETTING in which the Youngers live?
2. Explain how the author develops the relationship between Walter Lee and Ruth through CHARACTERIZATION (direct and indirect, dialogue and actions).
3. Describe the CONFLICT between Walter Lee and Ruth in this act.
4. How is Beneatha different from the rest of the Youngers? What conflict does she have with the other family members?
5. What happens to Ruth at the end of Scene 1 that might be considered FORESHADOWING?
6. Early on Beneatha argues, “I am not an assimilationist!”  What does “assimilate” mean?
7. Describe your impression of Joseph Asagai. How do the Youngers feel about him?

8. What finally arrives in the mail in Act I, Scene 2? How does this lead to more conflict?

9. Describe how the dialogue between characters in this act affects us as readers?
10. Which character shows the most strength during this act? Explain why you feel this way.
Act II - Double-sided Journal (16 points)

As you read the play, SUMMARIZE the scene in the left-hand column, and then COMMENT on the action in the right-hand side, including important details.
         

  What I READ: 


    
         What I THOUGHT:

	Scene 1
( In this scene, Walter and Beneatha are…
( Walter learns that Mama has just…
( How does Ruth respond to this news?

	+When I saw them doing this, I was thinking…
+ Now there is conflict between these two because…
+ When she did, I thought…


	Scene 2
( The conversation between George and Walter is important because…
( Mama takes a big risk when she…

	+ I think…
+ I think…

	Scene 3
( In the beginning, Walter has changed demeanor and acts like…

( Then we meet Mr. Lindner who…
( What bad news comes from Bobo?

	+ I think…

+ I think…
+ I predict that the Youngers will…


*defer: to allow someone to postpone
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