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Syllabus 2016-2017

HONORS ENGLISH I

Instructor:  
Mr. Casey McDonald

Email: 

benjamin.mcdonald@fayette.kyschools.us
Website:
www.tchsmcdonald16.weebly.com
Phone #:
381-3620 (ext. 1208)

Planning:
A4 (1:45-3:15) / B1 (8:25-9:55)

	 We Are:
     C onnected


     R esponsible


     E ngaged
     E xceptional

     K ind
	 Are You a College & Career Ready Commodore?
    *Are you using personal technology responsibly with faculty or staff permission?
    *Are you dressed appropriately and professionally?

    *Are you on time, prepared and following the 10-10 rule?
    *Are you speaking and acting in a respectful manner?




Course Description
English I integrates composition, literature and language studies, and incorporates abstract thinking, creative problem solving, and other higher-level reasoning skills. A critical study of literary style is also addressed.

Goals
The goal of this course is to improve students’ reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language skills. 
We will also be focusing on the skills needed for high school-level research and writing and critical thinking.

Policies
	Entering the Room
	Get your materials ready, be in your seat and begin working on opening class activities.

	Tardies to class
	1st Block – report to tardy table;  all other blocks – teacher marks tardies (NO EXCEPTIONS).

	Classroom Rules
	NO meals or open drinks, NO earbuds/headphones, NO electronic devices, NO distractions

	Discipline
	Be prepared, be present, be participating and be positive—SHOW RESPECT TO ALL!

	Hall passes
	Hall passes will be given only during group or individual work time and outside of “10/10.”

	Daily Assignments
	Check the board for the daily agenda, then listen closely to verbal directions.  Copies of handouts and graded work will be passed out at the appropriate time.

	Homework
	Homework is to be completed at home – hence the name.  Credit is not given for homework completed at the beginning of class or copied from a peer.

	Makeup Work
	To find out information about missed assignments:  1) check the classroom makeup folder; 2) then the class webpage; 3) THEN come to me about further questions.

	Late Work
	Students will be able to turn in late work from an excused absence during the time frame of the unit that it’s being taught and the student cannot earn more than half credit.  This policy does not apply to unexcused absences, in which case the student earns a zero with no chance to make it up.  No missing or late work will be accepted after these dates: 
       *FALL (December 1st/2nd)     **SPRING (May 4th/5th)   

	Proficiency
	If a student does not meet proficiency on a major writing assignment (i.e., portfolios, ORQs, essays, etc.), the student is given one re-write opportunity to improve his/her grade.  An average of the two grades determines the student’s final grade on the assignment, and the revision must be submitted within one week of receiving the first grade.

	Grade Status
	You are encouraged to check Infinite Campus regularly to update yourself on current grades and outstanding assignments. Official grade reports are distributed at the first of every month and after every major test/paper.

	Family Communication
	Parents and guardians are encouraged to visit Infinite Campus or to contact me by email or phone. Appointments are available upon request.

	Leaving Class
	You must remain in or behind your chair until the bell rings—no one is to line up at the door!



Technology
· All students are responsible for abiding by the school’s technology agreement.
(   Violations of this policy will lead to confiscated devices and referrals to administration. 

· TCHS provides computer access via the Media Center and in computer labs during scheduled classes.

(   It is your responsibility to make sure your assignment is completed before you come to class. 

· When turning in work, excuses are NOT accepted:  “My computer crashed,” “I emailed it to you.” 

(   You save all of your work: student drive, a portable memory device (flash drive), and/or Google Drive.
Materials

Students MUST be prepared each day with the following items:

    

(  pencil/pen,  3-ring binder, composition notebook, notebook paper and a flashdrive (highly recommended)

Texts

Students will take part in both required and self-selected readings from a variety of literary genres (epics, short stories, drama, poetry, novels, essays, speeches, reviews and nonfiction). Some anchor texts this year include:

   

The Odyssey

A Long Way Gone 

A Raisin in the Sun


   

To Kill A Mockingbird 
Romeo & Juliet

Poetry (Classic & Contemporary)
Classroom Text (replacement fees):
*Elements of Literature, Third Course  ($65.95)
    



*Elements of Language, Third Course  ($57.95)
  



*School-assigned Novels  ($15.00)
Grading
Formative Assessments (50%)  --- homework, quizzes, writer’s notebooks, guided notes
Summative Assessments (35%)  --- presentations, formal papers/essays, projects and unit tests
Finals/EOC Assessments (15%)  --- content from the entire semester
	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	Performance

	A
	92-100
	Excellent

	B
	83-91
	Strong

	C
	74-82
	Acceptable

	D
	65-73
	Struggling

	F
	0-64
	Failing


Signatures  (Please read and sign the agreements below.)
Student:   I have received  and read the class syllabus, and I understand that I am responsible for the information that will be covered, as well as Mr. McDonald’s expectations for me as a student in this class.  
X __________________________________________________________________________         Date  ____________________
Parent:    I have read the previous information concerning my son’s/daughter’s English class.  I understand the information, and I am aware of the expectations and requirements set out by this instructor.
X __________________________________________________________________________         Date  ____________________

